UPPER SADDLE RIVER PTO, INC.
Minutes of General Board Meeting for 2010-2011
April 6, 2011
 9:30 -10:45 am

A General Board meeting was held at Cavallini’s Multi Purpose Room, USR, NJ.

BOARD MEMBERS:
Malissa Piazza – President
Lisa Esposito – V.P. Reynolds 
Kelli Moss – V.P. Reynolds
Molly Aboussleman – V.P. Bogert (not present)
Jessica Hampton – V.P. Bogert
Dawn Navarro – V. P. Cavallini 
Erin Perez – Cavallini V.P. (not present) 
Claudia Haller – Treasurer (not present)
Tammy James – Secretary


Ms. Piazza began the meeting introducing Dr. Browne. Dr. Browne turned the floor over to 

Topic#1
Mr. John Keenan, Superintendent of NHRHS. Mr. Keenan shared some information about our High School that he is very proud of. To paraphrase, he said, “The school has so much to offer because it is a big school with 4 towns represented in is student population. He encouraged us to attend a sports event or musical presentation and visit the campus.  He said 94% of the students continue on to college after graduating. NHRHS is rated amongst the best in the State of NJ with  strong academics but also a complete package with robust co-curricular programs like acting, family science, international foods, singing groups, etc.  Kids need to spend time doing what they enjoy as well as study required classes.  
Mr. Keenan said the Board of Education is trying to keep class sizes down and they are presently smaller then Ridgewood HS. NHRHS has dual enrollment classes which means the class gives the student college credits while still in HS. The Board is working to restore the teachers and has recently brought back a science teacher. Although the school is given a 2% budget cap the Board has presented a 1.06% budget increase which equates to $13/per month per household. Mr. Keenan was willing to take questions but there weren’t any.

Topic #2
Dr. Browne thanked Mr. John Keenan for his time and information. She continued the meeting with an introduction of several Board members from the Upper Saddle River School District.  She announced thru increased revenue sources, retirements, efficiencies – solar panels, tuitions, etc. we’ve experienced significant savings. Dr. Browne wants everyone to vote April 27th for the .23% budget increase, well below the maximum imposed cap of 2%. The .23% increase is $10/per month per household.  As response to a comment from the audience, Dr. Browne explained that we are expected to get Sate Aid this year of $200,000. That money will helped the budget be reduced to .23% from 1.27% with no loss of staff or programs.  The audience expressed a desire to bring back world languages and don’t assume this budget will pass. GO VOTE YES!!!


Topic #3
PRESIDENT
· Malissa took over and thanked everyone for the help at the Book Fair, especially Deb Weiss and Rachel Rimland.

· Malissa announced that she would like to have a Newsletter 
   printed and asked if anyone may be interested in writing it.
Spring Fair is Friday, June 17th
Topic #3
CAVALLINI
· Dr Soloman expressed her gratitude for PTO
      With Glen Rock on April 26th there will be a Cyber Bullying presentation – very      
     powerful
· Mr. Cusker encourages all 5th grade parents to come to Cavallini orientation on May 26th

Topic #4
BOGERT 
Mr. Kaplan thanked all volunteers for BLAST – it is always enjoyed by all students
Discovery is approaching fast April 20th – no project this year, kids will rotate around stations and see how people spend their free time on different hobbies and passions from adult volunteers

Topic #5
REYNOLDS
· Mrs. Vernon thanked PTO for Tube Dude. Literature day (Dr. Seuss) and the rocket on the lobby is enjoyed by the students. They like the connection as their mascot. 

Topic #6
SCHOOL REPORTS FROM P.T.O. REP
Reynolds
· Lisa announces the PTO sponsored Green Thumb Day, Betty Boomer Pond Study and Passport to Learning
· Lisa expressed the need to Vote on April 27th.
Bogert
· Jessica announced two recent cultural events at Bogert – African Dancers and author Day with Vicki Cobb
· She thanks BLAST volunteers

Cavallini
· Dawn announced the Cavallini orientation for 5th grade parents on May 26th at 7PM.








Board minutes recorded and transcribed by:
Tamara James
Recording Secretary
April 7, 2011  



