MINUTES OF THE JUNE 6, 2007
GENERAL MEETING OF 

THE UPPER SADDLE RIVER PTO


A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River PTO was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:40 a.m.


Sheila Vlasich, Co-President, opened the meeting and noted that this was the last meeting of the academic year. She thanked all in attendance for their participation.  


Presentation

Ms. Vlasich presented first. On behalf of the Board, she thanked all who volunteered over the course of the year. Their time, effort and volunteerism contributed to the success of many of the PTO sponsored programs and activities. Ms. Vlasich noted that at the end of the meeting, parents would have the opportunity to sign-up for future events and activities scheduled for academic year 2007-2008 at the PTO’s annual “Job Fair”.

Dr. Joyce Snider, Superintendent, presented next. Dr. Snider reported that the last day of school is June 22nd.  She thanked the PTO for its support of the new school budget which passed in the spring. Dr. Snider also thanked all of the volunteers, especially the PTO Board, for their time and commitment.  She added that the new lunch program by Simply Gourmet was a very good one. Dr. Snider finished her presentation by wishing the PTO good luck with the spring fair and then wishing everyone a good summer.


After Dr. Snider, Dr. Gene Solomon, principal of Cavallini School, addressed the PTO and introduced the students who were “Principal and Administrators for the Day”: Burak Benturk, Justin Ferrarie and Spencer Longo. The young men thanked the PTO for the programs and support it provided to the school and especially thanked Maria Bolton for all of her help during the year. 


David Kaplan, Principal of Bogert School, spoke next.  He noted that today’s meeting was a “thank you” day. He thanked all of the volunteers who helped make Discovery Day a huge success. Mr. Kaplan was especially grateful for all of the PTO’s donations during the year such as new books for the library; a poster printer and basketball hoops.   He also thanked Christine Ferrarie and Deborah Weiss for their time and effort during the year. 

After Mr. Kaplan, Joanne Vernon, Principal of Reynolds School, presented. Mrs. Vernon thanked the PTO for its help and support throughout the school year. She noted that the spring fair was a very nice way to close the school year. Mrs. Vernon looks forward to another fun-filled school year.   


After the principals reported, Ms Vlasich continued her presentation.  She confirmed that approximately 600 people will be attending the Spring Fair. Ms. Vlasich asked that if anyone could volunteer their time during the fair, they should see Mary Ann Grey or Alison Caricato.   


Ms. Vlasich further reported that the PTO would be sponsoring two American Girl Fashion Shows on November 18, 2007, at 11:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.


After Ms. Vlasich’s presentation, Maria Bolton, Vice President, Cavallini School, reported. Ms. Bolton noted that the last Simply Gourmet lunch at Cavallini is June 12th.  She further reported that the PTO gave to Cavallini the following teacher appreciation gifts: “Battle of the Books” material; “Cash Flow” finance board games; a mascot costume; and a rotary paper trimmer. Ms. Bolton also noted that the PTO gives awards for academic excellence at graduation. She also thanked Sheila Yallowitz for her help with the 6th grade Medieval Banquet. Ms Bolton noted that there were opportunities for parents to help at Cavallini next year especially with the lunch program. 


Merrily D’Arpino added that the Simply Gourmet lunches were very successful and that Simply Gourmet will return next year. The PTO is exploring the option of adding a drink with the lunches. The PTO is also obligated to abide by state guidelines in respect of the desserts served. The Simply Gourmet lunch program will start in October next fall, not September. 

Christine Ferrarie, Vice President of Bogert School, reported next. Discovery Day on May 22nd was an “unbelievable success” and she thanked all who participated and volunteered.  Ms. Ferrarie further reported that “Teacher Appreciation Day” was also a success and that the teachers were appreciative of the luncheon provided by the PTO.  She thanked Susan Hynes for creating the new PTO website and thanked all who helped at Bogert during the school year. Ms. Ferrarie noted that volunteers were needed to help out next year with the lunch program and other PTO sponsored events at Bogert.


Mary Ann Virgona, Vice President, reported for the Reynolds School. Ms. Virgona thanked all who volunteered at Reynolds.  She noted that the incoming kindergarten class was a large one and that the PTO would need help with this prospective class.  The Kindergarten picnic is scheduled for the first Friday of the first week of school. Ms. Virgona also mentioned that class parent applications are available on the PTO website.   


Ms. Virgona further reported that the PTO has provided Reynolds with “geo-fitness” exercise mats and that the PTO’s “teacher appreciation” gift to Reynolds was a poster printer.  Ms. Virgona concluded her presentation by thanking Mrs. Vernon and the administrators for their help during the year. 


 After Ms. Virgona’s conclusion, Ms. Vlasich reminded the members that the PTO website is up and running. She also thanked Susan Hynes for creating and agreeing to maintain the website. Ms. Vlasich thanked Bruce Gordon and the custodial staff for their help in preparing the school grounds for the Spring Fair.


The meeting concluded and the annual “Job Fair” began.  
*               *               *


There being no further business, upon motion, the meeting adjourned at 10:10 a.m. 












 






________/s/___________________








Diane Britton, Secretary
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