MINUTES OF THE JUNE 17, 2008
GENERAL MEETING OF THE UPPER SADDLE RIVER PTO


A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River PTO was held at the 
Cavallini School commencing at 9:40 a.m.



Sheila Vlasich, Co-President, opened the meeting and welcomed the 
members to the final meeting of the school year. 



Ms. Vlasich reported that last week’s Spring Fair sponsored by the PTO was a great success. Over 200 families attended. Ms. Vlasich specially thanked: Phil’s Pizzeria for its generous donation of over 70 pizza pies and approximately 350 sandwiches; the administration and faculty for its support and help; Bruce Gordon and the maintenance staff for their tremendous efforts and all of the parents who volunteered their time for the event.


Presentation by Dr. Joyce Snider



After her initial report, Ms. Vlasich introduced Dr. Joyce Snider and noted that this was Dr. Snider’s last PTO meeting as she is retiring this year.  Dr. Snider thanked all of the past presidents of the PTO with whom she worked with over the last five years for their help. She also thanked the PTO for its work done on behalf of the school district. Dr. Snider congratulated the PTO for the success of the Spring Fair.



Dr. Snider reported that at the Board of Education meeting on June16th, the Board accepted from the PTO the proposed playground expansion project for the Reynolds School. In addition, a new item before the Board of Education is a referendum to provide, among other items,  solar panels for the roof at Cavallini School; air conditioning for the gyms in each of the schools; replacement of certain exterior doors and windows for energy efficiency; improved science labs at Cavallini School and replacement of the ceiling at the Reynolds School gym. The date set to vote on the referendum is September 30, 2008. Dr. Monica Browne, the new district superintendent, has been briefed on this referendum.  Dr. Snider further noted that Dr. Browne regretted that she could not attend this meeting.     



Dr. Snider ended her presentation by sincerely thanking the PTO for its support.



After Dr. Snider’s presentation, Ms. Vlasich introduced Merrily D’Arpino, her co-president, who presented on behalf of the school community a retirement gift to Dr. Snider. 

 Principals’ Presentations

Following Ms. D’Arpino’s presentation, the principal and assistant principal          of each of the schools thanked the PTO for its support. Dave Kaplan, principal of Bogert School, reminded parents that the fifth grade recognition ceremony is a low keyed event for immediate family members.


Ms. Vlasich introduced again Ms. D’Arpino who has agreed to continue as the project manager for the Reynolds School playground expansion. Ms. D’Arpino showed the members an artist rendering of the engineer’s suggested renovation for the playground. 

School Reports

Maria Bolton, Vice President of Cavallini School, gave the first school report. Ms. Bolton introduced Marilyn Shrout who will be working with Ms. Bolton next year. Ms. Bolton thanked the lunch volunteers and noted that sign up sheets for next year will be available at the end of the general meeting. Ms. Bolton also noted that in respect of graduation, the PTO purchases the hat tassels and gives approximately twenty academic awards at the event.  Ms. Bolton concluded by wishing everyone a good summer. 


Christine Ferrarie, Vice President, reported on behalf of Bogert School.  She and Deb Weiss are staying on as vice presidents.  Ms Ferrarie highlighted a few recent events at Bogert: Discovery Day which was a great experience for the students; Field Day (Ms. Ferrarie thanked the parent volunteers); 5th grade barbecue; and the 5th grade recognition ceremony.  Ms. Ferrarie noted that there are a few new jobs available at Bogert: hospitality and photographer. 


Malissa Piazza, Vice President, reported on behalf of the Reynolds School. Ms. Piazza introduced Molly Aboussleman, a new vice president for Reynolds. Ms. Piazza thanked Mary Ann Virgona, Joanne Vernon and the parent volunteers for their help during the year. 


After the school reports, Ms. Vlasich introduced two new Executive Board Members: Sheila Yallowitz, Treasurer,  and Jennifer Bookstaver, Secretary. Ms Vlasich noted that an assistant treasurer is being sought to assist Ms. Yallowitz. Ms. Vlasich closed the meeting by thanking the Board members whose terms are up this year for their service: Merrily D’Arpino, Julie Belardinelli, Diane Britton and Mary Ann Virgona.


Ms.Vlasich wished everyone a good summer and the annual job fair commenced at the close of the general meeting. 

*               *               *


There being no further business, upon motion, the meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m.








___________________ 








Diane Britton, Secretary
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