MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 13, 2006
GENERAL MEETING OF 

THE UPPER SADDLE RIVER PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION

A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River Parent Teacher Organization (“PTO”) was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:30 a.m.


Sheila Vlasich, Co-President, opened the meeting. Ms. Vlasich welcomed those in attendance and thanked them for coming. 


Ms.Vlasich thanked the previous Executive Board for all of their hard work and introduced the new Executive Board.


Presentation

Dr. Joyce Snider, Superintendent, was the first to address the members and noted the wonderful turnout. She advised the members that if they sought more detail information and report, they are encouraged to attend the Board of Education’s meeting scheduled for September 25, 2006.


Dr. Snider noted that the school grounds are in great shape for the new school year because of the hard work of the administrative staff.  She thanked the PTO for providing the funding to renovate the boys and girls locker rooms at the Cavallini school.  


Dr. Snider also reported:

a. there are between 10-2 new staff members this year;

b. enrollment in kindergarten is down by approximately 12-13 students;

c. total enrollment is the same as last year;

d. a longer instructional day for grades K-5 mandated changes in the dismissal procedure which has been challenging but is making great progress; the goal is to have the buses leaving school by 2:30 p.m. and, as a result, children who take the bus are dismissed earlier.


Dr. Gene Solomon, Principal of Cavallini School, presented next.  She welcomed the members and thanked the PTO for the renovated locker rooms and for all of their efforts throughout the year.  


Mr. David Kaplan, Principal of Bogert School, spoke next and he thanked the members in attendance and asked for the continued support of the PTO. He also thanked the PTO for all that it has done in the past.   


Mrs. Joanne Vernon, Principal of Reynolds School, noted that the kindergarten picnic was very successful and she looks forward to all of the events planned for this year.  

*          *          *         *


Various Executive Board members and PTO members reported as follows:

a. Mary Ann Gray, the chairperson of Casino Night, the annual PTO fundraising event, provided details in respect of the event. It will be held on Friday, October 20, 2006 at the Park Ridge, New Jersey Marriott Hotel. Invitations have been sent out. Ms. Gray noted that donations are still needed for the silent auction and anything would be appreciated.  To purchase an advertisement in the auction guide, contact Malissa Piazza. Sponsors for the gaming tables and volunteers to assist with the event are needed, too. 
b. Ronnie O’Neil reported on the fundraiser at the Bloomingdale’s department store scheduled for October 26, 2006 between the hours of 10 a.m. and 10 p.m.  Buyers can purchase a savings pass for $10 which entitles the buyers to 15% off their purchases during the event day. The $10 fee is donated directly to the PTO. Last year’s event was very successful, yielding the PTO $5000.  You can pre-shop the week before the event and Bloomingdale’s will place your merchandise on hold until the 26th. The Class Parents will receive three passes each, and Ms. O’Neil will have more available, if needed. 
c. Katherine Lynch reported that the PTO will be sending out another membership form because some families who had previously joined did not join this year.  She emphasized that the $25 membership fee is a donation to the PTO and not a commitment to provide future assistance to the PTO.
d. The wrapping paper sale begins September 19th and ends October 3rd. Brochures will be sent home on September 18th with the students. This is a  very profitable fundraiser and members are encouraged to participate.  Samples will be out at the Curriculum Nights. 
e. School pictures are scheduled as follows: Cavallini, October 17th; Bogert, October 19th and Reynolds, October 20th. Information packet to follow.

f. Merrily D’Arpino suggested that any questions about the PTO sponsored lunch programs be directed to her or Maria Bolton. She further reported that each month the Simply Gourmet menu will be sent home and that orders should be sent directly to Simply Gourmet.  Parents will be asked to assist in the lunch distribution. Each class in a grade will be responsible to provide a designated week of assistance.  For Reynolds, three parents per grade will be available to assist and for Bogert, two parents per grade. 



The pizza lunch commences Monday, October 9, 2006.  Phil’s Pizza is the 

supplier. Pizza lunch coordinators are still needed for Reynolds and 


Bogert.
g. Mary Ann Virgona and Malissa Piazza, the Reynolds’ Vice Presidents, reported that over 400 people attended the kindergarten picnic.  They thanked all of the morning bus greeters for their work during the first few days of school. They also noted that anyone who wishes to volunteer should speak to them.  Curriculum night at Reynolds is September 28th. 
  

h. Christine Ferrarie and Deborah Weiss, the Bogert Vice Presidents, 

             reported that Halloween parties are planned for the 4th and 5th graders on October 27th. The 4th grade party is at Reynolds and the 5th grade’s is at Bogert. There will be a D.J.  There are sign up sheets for snacks and chaperoning.  The 3rd grade is scheduled to have a Bingo night.



The Literary Circle, an optional lunchtime reading group consisting of 6-8 


children, hosted from January through March, still has room for 

 

volunteers. Lisa Tantillo is in charge. 


i.
Maria Bolton, the Cavallini Vice President, reported that there is a new 


Assistant  Principal. She noted that Cavallini uses email to communicate. 


Red Ribbon week is scheduled for October 23rd.  On October 27th, a


speaker from a Partnership for a Drug Free New Jersey will be speaking at 

the school.  October 10th is the first “Book Notes” at 8:30 a.m. and all are 


invited.  Student Council elections are scheduled for the first week in 


October. Curriculum night is scheduled for September 14th. She also 


noted that the renovated locker rooms look great. 


Ms. Bolton thanked the former PTO president, Nancy Sackett, for all of  

             her hard work.

There being no further business, upon motion, the meeting adjourned. 

*          *           *


These minutes were taken by the former Secretary, Michelle Bradbury, and transcribed by the current secretary. 






______
/s/________________








Diane Britton, Secretary 


