MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 11, 2007

GENERAL MEETING OF THE UPPER SADDLE RIVER PTO

A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River PTO was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:40 a.m.


Sheila Vlasich, Co-President, opened the meeting. A moment of silence was observed to commemorate the sixth anniversary of September 11, 2001.  

Presentation


Dr. Joyce Snider presented first. She thanked the PTO for its continued support, its fundraising efforts and the overall volunteerism of the members, especially the class parents.  Dr Snider acknowledged the improvements in the lunch programs at the schools and noted that the lunch program is very much appreciated. She especially thanked the PTO for the new digital signboard located outside of the Cavallini School.


Dr. Snider noted that the administration is aware of a few busing and traffic issues which she expects will resolve as the school year progresses. Dr. Snider also noted that there are ten new teachers this year in the District as well as new support staff.


Dr Snider will be giving a full opening report at the Board of Education meeting on September 24, 2007. 

After Dr. Snider’s presentation, Dr. Gene Solomon, principal of Cavallini School, addressed the members.  Dr. Solomon welcomed everyone back to a new school year. She reported that Cavallini School has instituted a new rotating schedule of classes. The school administration will be sending out a survey to parents seeking their input about the change in scheduling.  


David Kaplan, principal of Bogert School, presented next. He also welcomed back the parents. Mr. Kaplan thanked the PTO in advance for all of its support and expressed his appreciation to the PTO for providing the school with three new basketball hoops last year. 

Joanne Vernon, principal of Reynolds School, spoke after Mr. Kaplan. Mrs. Vernon extended her congratulations to the kindergarten parents. She encouraged parents to use the “kiss and drop” lane at drop off in the morning and to consider letting the children out of the car even when your car is at that back of the queue. 


Mrs. Vernon is looking forward to the PTO’s support this year and wished everyone good luck and a good year.
*          *          *         *

 
PTO members reported as follows:

 
Katherine Lynch, who is in charge of PTO membership, noted that membership is down and encouraged parents to join.  She also asked for help with the directory.  Sue Dillon, chair of the American Girl Fashion Show, gave an update on the progress of the event. Jennifer Marconi reported that she and Lisa Esposito are running the wrapping paper fundraiser and  encouraged  participation. Sue Wei will be running the BoxTop for education program with Sue Radleigh and Maria DiMartino. Mrs. Wei reminded the members that there is a link to the BoxTops website from the PTO’s website. Ms. Vlasich gave the dates of the school pictures: Cavallini, October 2nd; Bogert, October 4th;  and Reynolds,  October 5th.   


Executive Board Members reported as follows:


Mary Ann Virgona, a Vice President at the Reynolds School, reported that the District welcomed a very large kindergarten class this year.  She thanked the bus greeters who met the bus children during the first few days of school. Ms Virgona noted that many cultural programs sponsored by the PTO were planned for this year at Reynolds. She encouraged attendance at Curriculum Night. 


Christine Ferrarie, a Vice President at the Bogert School, reported that Halloween parties were planned for the fourth and fifth grades on October 26, 2007 and that the PTO needs help with both of the parties; chaperones are especially needed. The PTO will sponsor Bingo night for the third grade. Volunteers are also needed for Literary Circle. Seat Sacks will be available at Curriculum Night for $10 each

Maria Bolton, Vice President at the Cavallini School, reported that volunteers are needed to serve lunch during the three lunch periods. The lunch program starts on October 1, 2007. Ms. Bolton reminded the members that Curriculum Night is September 20th and that picture day is October 2nd.    

After the school reports, Merrily D’Arpino, Co-President, gave the update on the Simply Gourmet Lunch program.  She noted that Cavallini’s lunch days are now Monday, Tuesday and Thursday; Reynolds and Bogert days are the same. On-line ordering is available and ordering begins on September 15th. Ms. D’Arpino emphasized the need for volunteers to help with the program.   Ms.Vlasich noted that pizza lunch begins on October 1st, and that program is being run by Doreen Amano. 

Ms. D’Arpino further reported that the PTO in conjunction with the borough’s “Path to Fitness” program is encouraging physical activity among the student body. Students will be asked to keep a log of their daily physical activity and to submit the logs to the PTO. Each school will have a goal for the total of all of its minutes submitted. If the school reaches its goal, the PTO will award the school with $500 in playground/gym equipment.

Ms. Vlasich noted that the Lord & Taylor shopping fundraiser will be held on November 1st and that tickets are $5 each. The tickets are only valid at the Fashion Center location. The “Denim and Diamonds” fall fundraiser, chaired by Mary Ann Gray, is scheduled for October 19th at the Park Ridge Marriot. All are encouraged to attend.   


Ms. Vlasich reminded the members that the PTO’s website is a great source of information and noted that there are still a few PTO job openings posted on the website.  

Immediately after the general meeting, the Vice Presidents met with the class parents of their respective schools. 

*               *              *


 There being no further business, upon motion, the meeting adjourned. 







______
/s/________________








Diane Britton, Secretary 


PAGE  
3

