MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 9, 2007

GENERAL MEETING OF THE UPPER SADDLE RIVER PTO

A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River PTO was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:40 a.m.


Sheila Vlasich, Co-President,  opened the meeting. Ms Vlasich thanked the parents for attending. 

Presentation

Dr. Joyce Snider presented first. Dr. Snider reported that the schools have been conducting fire and general evacuation drills and that  Fire Prevention Week would be recognized in the district. Dr. Snider has met with the staff about safety procedures and notes that the administration has instituted a few security upgrades.


Dr. Snider reported that school traffic is better but the administration continues to monitor it.  Dr. Snider  thanked the PTO for the new electronic sign, a tremendous asset to the district. Dr. Snider also noted that a tea was given to recognize the tenured staff in the district.  


Dr.Gene Solomon, principal of  Cavallini School, addressed the members next.  Dr. Solomon reported that a speaker from “Drug Free America” would talk with the students during Red Ribbon Week (October 22-26). After Dr. Solomon spoke, James McClusker, Assistant Principal reported that it was “Bring Your Legislator to School” month and in recognition of the program, Senator Cardinale, Assemblyman Rooney and Assemblywoman Vandervlak would be speaking to the students.  Mr. McClusker also noted that there would be many activities during “Red Ribbon Week” including a Drug Awareness program for parents.  In addition, the administration has been reviewing bus safety and etiquette with the students. Next month, a consultant will speak to the teachers about Cavallini’s new rotating period schedule, specifically addressing the longer block of time to teach. November 1st is the “Cavallini Run.”

After Mr. McClusker, Dave Kaplan, principal of Bogert School, spoke. Mr. Kaplan reported as follows: Halloween parties are planned for the fourth and fifth grades; the third grade will visit the USR library and the fourth grade will tour the Hopper Goteschius House this month. The DARE Dinner for the fifth grade is scheduled for October 11th; all are encouraged to attend.    


Joanne Vernon, principal of the Reynolds School,  addressed the members next. Mrs. Vernon reported that the Reynolds school would also recognize “Red Ribbon Week” but with a point of view towards character education.  An age appropriate puppet show will be presented during that week, too. Fields trips are also planned for this month. Mrs. Vernon reminded the members that the Halloween parade would begin promptly at 1:10 p.m. 


After Mrs. Vernon’s  presentation, Sheila Vlasich continued with the Board’s. Ms Vlasich reported that the lunch program was going well. Merrily D’Arpino, Co-President, concurred and also explained the new on-line ordering system at Simply Gourmet including the 72 hour lock out period when you cannot place order. Ms. D’Arpino noted that volunteers are needed to help with the lunch program. She also reminded the members that a lunch is never to be given to a child who is not signed up for it.


Other items addressed by the Board included: the Lord & Taylor shopping benefit scheduled for November 1st; the wrapping paper sale (extended until October 12th); Denim & Diamonds, the PTO’s fall fundraiser (October 19th); and the PTO’s “Get Out and Play” contest.

Mary Ann Virgona, a Vice President at Reynolds, gave the school’s report. Ms. Virgona reported that Michelle Bors has not yet received all of the “sign up” sheets for the gift baskets to be auctioned at the American Girl Fashion Show.  In addition, Ms. Virgona needs to have all of the volunteer lists for the pizza and Simply Gourmet lunches.  Ms. Virgona asked the class parents to call parents and remind them to bring in the items they agreed to donate for the class Halloween parties.  Ms. Virgona noted that a parenting workshop was scheduled for October 10th. 

Maria Bolton reported for the Cavallini School. School elections are this week. “Red Ribbon Week” is the week of October 22nd and the “Cavallini Cares” food drive begins at the end of October.


Christine Ferrarie gave the school report for the Bogert School.  Ms. Ferrarie reminded the parents that each child needs a permission slip to attend the fourth and fifth grade Halloween parties; admission is $10. Volunteers will be contacted about the parties.  Ms. Ferrarie thanked Dave Kaplan for moving back the time of the Bogert Halloween parade so that parents of Reynolds children will be able to attend the Bogert parade. 


Ms. Ferrarie further reported that a shipment of seat sacks should be arriving soon.  Pizza lunch is going well and the third graders are adjusting to self service.

*                   *                          *


There being no further business, upon motion, the meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m.








_______/s/_____________







Diane Britton, Secretary
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