MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 4, 2006
GENERAL MEETING OF 

THE UPPER SADDLE RIVER PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION


A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River Parent Teacher Organization (“PTO”) was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:30 a.m.


Sheila Vlasich, Co-President, opened the meeting. Ms. Vlasich welcomed those members in attendance and thanked them for coming

Presentation

Dr. Joyce Snider, Superintendent, was the initial speaker. She noted with sadness the sudden death of an eighth grade student at Cavallini. Dr. Snider also noted that in light of recent events at a Pennsylvania schoolhouse, there will be a review and upgrade of the each school’s security policies and procedures and recognized that heightened security may conflict with access to the schools. 

Bus drills we will be held at Cavallini on October 5th and at Bogert and Reynolds on October 13th. 


Dr. Snider thanked the PTO for the lunch programs which have been well received by both students and parents. She also noted that the LEAP program would start on October 5th.


Dr. Gene Solomon, Principal of Cavallini School, presented next.  She thanked the PTO for its quick response last week to the news of the loss of the eighth grade student, especially Ms. D’Arpino and Ms. Bolton. Dr. Solomon noted that the locker room is almost finished and expressed her gratitude again. 


Mr. David Kaplan, Principal of Bogert School, addressed the members.  He thanked the PTO for sponsoring the excellent program “Make a Good Choice” which was enjoyed immensely by the children. He noted that the lunch programs were going well and that the Halloween parties would be in a few weeks. 
     
Mrs. Joanne Vernon, Principal of Reynolds School, thanked the PTO for the “Jack Sprat” presentation and noted that through PTO funding the school would be hosting a seminar addressing issues faced by parents of a special needs child.  Ms. Vernon further reported that Curriculum Night was successful and that the school does its best to keep security tight. 

Casino Night 

Ms.Vlasich reported that because Mary Ann Gray, the chairperson of the event, was unable to attend today’s meeting, she would be reporting in her absence.


The deadline to buy tickets to the event is October 10th. Volunteers are still needed. However, if you previously signed up, you are on the schedule which will be distributed. Volunteers are also needed during the morning of the day of the event to transport the auction items to the hotel. All donations must be received by October 11th and delivered to Ms Gray’s home.

Bloomingdale’s Fundraiser  


Ms. Vlasich thanked the class parents for all of their help and again emphasized that the $10 fee for the discount shopping coupon goes directly to the schools. She noted that Bloomingdale’s has asked for a count of coupons sold to date on October 7th. Any questions should be directed to Ronnie O’Neill.  
Box tops for Education

Susan Wei reported that she and Sue Radleigh are the contacts in respect of this fundraising effort which has the potential to bring substantial funding to the schools. She also pointed out that certain on-line shopping qualifies under this program. The first collection of  box tops is October 31st. 

Membership

Katherine Lynch reported that approximately 150 families have not joined the PTO this year and that the deadline to join will be in approximately two weeks with one more notice to be distributed.  She anticipates that the directory should be mailed out within a month of the membership deadline.

Wrapping Paper Sale 

Ms. Vlasich reported that the deadline for this fundraiser is October 10th.

 Lunch Programs

Ms. D’Arpino gave an update. The Simply Gourmet lunch program is successful, although there have been a few minor problems which have been resolved. She also reminded the members that at the mid-month, the next month’s menu should be posted on the schools’ websites.   Ms. D’Arpino emphasized that no extra lunch is to be given to a child unless a parent approves.  


Ms. D’Arpino asked the parents who are assisting at lunch time to not leave open the door to Bogert while the lunches are being delivered. 


Pizza lunch starts on October 9th and Simply Gourmet is making cookies for the dessert.

Reynolds School Report

Mary Ann Virgona reported.  She thanked the class parents for a successful Curriculum night and asked that they provide her with copies of the lunch sign up sheets from each class. Ms. Vlasich added that the sign up sheets for October and November should be provided as soon as possible.


Upcoming events this fall include:  school pictures; breakfast with the principal and an author day.  

Bogert School Report

Christine Ferrarie reported.  Preparations for the Halloween parties for the 4th and 5th grades were underway. Flyers about the parties would be distributed to the students this week with permission slips.  


Bogert has volunteer teams in place for the commencement of “Pizza Mondays.”

Cavallini School Report

Maria Bolton reported.  She noted the wonderful support of the class parents who advised other parents by telephone of the sudden passing of an eighth grade student.  She also advised that there was a parent meeting scheduled for 1:15 today to address issues relating to loss.  


Ms. Bolton also reported that:  (i) the locker rooms are to be completed soon; (ii) student elections are scheduled for October 19th; (iii) October 23rd is Red Ribbon week; (iv) the eight grade class is scheduled to visit the Franklin Institute for a DNA workshop on October 26th; and the Partnership for a Drug Free New Jersey was presenting on October 27th. 

*               *              *


There being no further business, upon motion, the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m.  











  


                                                              ___________/s/____________________

 





  Diane Britton, Secretary 
. 
