MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 8, 2007

GENERAL MEETING OF THE UPPER SADDLE RIVER PTO

A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River PTO was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:33 a.m.


Sheila Vlasich, Co-President, opened the meeting. Ms Vlasich thanked the members for attending and wished everyone a happy new year.  

Presentation

Merrily D’Arpino presented on behalf of Dr. Joyce Snider who was unable to attend the meeting.  The Northern Highlands Board of Education has recently embarked upon a long range strategic planning initiative and is seeking future Northern Highlands parents to participate in a working conference. The multi-day conference will be held on January 31, February 1 and February 2, 2008. Inquiries can be directed to Joseph Occhino, Assistant Principal, occhinoj@northernhighlands.org.


Ms. D’Arpino informed the members that the Executive Board’s term is expiring in June 2008 and information will be forthcoming addressing the election of the new Board.  The election will take place in April 2008.  Any inquiries may be directed to the current Board. 


Dr. Gene Solomon, principal of Cavallini School, presented next. Dr. Solomon thanked the PTO for all of its help and noted that the PTO sponsored lunch program is going exceedingly well.  Future events at Cavallini include the “Chariots of Sun” program for sixth graders and a writing workshop with Todd Strasser for seventh graders.


Dr. Solomon requested that, after the meeting, the parents of Cavallini students respond to a mid-year survey addressing the new class schedule commenced at the beginning of this academic year.  Dr. Solomon concluded her presentation by wishing everyone a happy new year. 


After Dr. Solomon presented, David Kaplan, principal of Bogert School, reported. Mr. Kaplan also extended his wishes for a happy new year. He thanked the PTO for sponsoring a successful visit by author Ralph Fletcher whose books are read by both Bogert students and teachers. Mr. Kaplan noted that this week “Finding Strength in Rosa”, a program in character education, would be presented to the students. Third grade bingo night is scheduled for January 25th. 

Joanne Vernon, principal of the Reynolds School, presented after Mr. Kaplan. Mrs. Vernon welcomed everyone back. She reported that author day with Jerry Pallotta was an exciting day for the children. Another author day is scheduled for January 11th with Jon Scieszka and three illustrators.  Mrs. Vernon expressed her appreciation of the PTO’s sponsorship of author days.     


The kindergarten musical program “Friends for All Seasons” is scheduled for January 18th. Doors will open at 8:20 a.m. for the show.  Mrs. Vernon asked the parents to use care in parking at the school. The first and second grade Valentine musical program is scheduled for February 14th at 8:30 a.m.  Mrs. Vernon asked that the parents park their cars after 8:10 a.m.  


Kindergarten orientation is scheduled for January 24th. Mrs. Vernon thanked the PTO volunteers who assist that day. 


After Mrs. Vernon’s presentation, Mary Ann Virgona, Vice President of the Reynolds School, presented. Ms. Virgona asked that the parents with front row seats at the musical programs scheduled for January and February contact either her or Malissa Piazza prior to the programs.   In respect of kindergarten registration, volunteers assisting on that day will receive their assignments by e-mail.   Ms. Virgona also thanked those who helped with the wrapping paper fundraiser. 

Christine Ferrarie, Vice President of Bogert School, reported next. Upcoming events at Bogert include: (a) Literary Circle, beginning on January 16th; a training session will be held for parents on January 11th ;  (b) Bingo night for third graders will take place on January 25th; Ms. Ferrarie asked parents to please not bring siblings; (c) Fifth grade end of the year celebration includes a memory book; picnic; and t-shirts; the class also presents a gift to the school; (d) Seat Sacks are still available.


Maria Bolton, Vice President of Cavallini School, concluded the school reports. In respect of the survey mentioned earlier in the meeting by Dr. Solomon, assistance is needed to tally the results. Anyone interested in helping should contact Ms. Bolton or Dr. Solomon. Ms. Bolton asked parents to please remember to show up on the day they volunteered to assist with the school lunches.

After the school reports, Ms. Vlasich addressed the members. In respect of the 2007-2008 membership directory, Ms. Vlasich advised the members that the Board is aware that there are some technical errors and omissions and the Board apologizes for that.   Indeed, the Board is currently addressing the problem. Any corrections should be e-mailed to Ms. Vlasich at the PTO’s website.


Ms. Vlasich noted upcoming PTO events: the book fair is tentatively scheduled for the week of April 7th and the spring fair is tentatively scheduled for June 13th.  The date of the June general meeting has been changed to June 3rd because the original date conflicts with the third grade solar system show.


Bob Wei reminded everyone that the BoxTop for Education deadline is February 28th.


Ms. Vlasich concluded the meeting by thanking Jennifer Marconi for running the wrapping paper fundraiser.

*                   *                          *


There being no further business, upon motion, the meeting adjourned at 9:50 a.m.








_______/s/_____________







Diane Britton, Secretary
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