MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 7, 2007
GENERAL MEETING OF 

THE UPPER SADDLE RIVER PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION


A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River Parent Teacher Organization (“PTO”) was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:35 a.m.


Sheila Vlasich, Co-President, opened the meeting. Ms. Vlasich welcomed the members to the first general meeting of 2007. 


Presentation

Dr. Joyce Snider, Superintendent, presented first. She reported that the Board was closely following state legislation in respect of school funding. Dr. Snider also reported that there was a recent partial power outage at Cavallini and that the students were safely moved to the Bogert and Reynolds schools. She noted that the students handled the situation very well.  Several families did not receive the initial reverse 911 call advising them of the situation but that was corrected for the second call. Dr. Gene Solomon reported that the power outage was caused when one of the school’s trunk lines snapped.    

Dr. Solomon thanked the PTO for bringing author Todd Strausser to Cavallini for three days of Author Day for the seventh grade students.


Dave Kaplan thanked the PTO for the presentation of a Black History show for the students. Mr. Kaplan noted the success of third grade Bingo night. He also reported that plans were underway for “Discovery Day” which is to be coordinated by Bob Wei.


Joanne Vernon reported that kindergarten orientation was successful and thanked the PTO for its help. She noted that the Bergen Record was following a family through the process of registering a child for kindergarten.

Mrs. Vernon further reported that this was the first year that the kindergartners had their own music show and it was a special day. The Valentine’s Day musical program for the first and second graders is coming up, in addition to an evening of bedtime stories for the kindergarten classes.   


Mrs. Vernon reminded parents to label all of their children’s clothing, and both she and Mr. Kaplan further reminded the parents to have the children dressed appropriately for cold weather because the students do go outside in the winter.
__________________


Ms. Vlasich then introduced Jackie McSwiggan and Cathy Hayes from the Northern Highlands Sports Association.  Ms. McSwiggan and Ms. Hayes spoke to the PTO about the association’s proposed plan to build a new synthetic turf field at Northern Highlands High School.  As the new field is to be financed through donations, the association is seeking financial support from those towns including Upper Saddle River whose students attend or will attend the high school.   
_____________________


Ms. Vlasich further reported that it is anticipated that the PTO’s new web site created by Susan Hynes should be up and running in approximately two weeks; and that the vendor for the spring book fair is Books, Bytes and Beyond from Glen Rock;


Mary Ann Virgona, Vice President for Reynolds, reported as follows:

i. it is “Take your Family to School Week”, a national Parent Teacher Association designation;

ii. Kindergarten “bedtime stories” with the principal is Friday, February 9th;

iii. The first and second grader and their families will be treated to a show by the Harlem Wizards on February 11th; 

iv. The next author day  with  Jack Prelutsky is scheduled for March;

v. Volunteers are need to  help with kindergarten visitation; and 


Ms. Virgona thanked all who helped at kindergarten registration.


Next to report was Christine Ferrarie, Vice President for Bogert School. Ms. Ferrarie reported that both Bingo Night and the winter concert were successes. Although Literary Circle has commenced, students can still join.

This year Bogert will have a Discovery Day instead of the traditional science fair. The theme of Discovery Day is hobbies and parent volunteers will be asked to share their hobbies with the students during the program.


 Maria Bolton, Vice President for Cavallini, gave her school report. Ms. Bolton reported that the students enjoyed their working sessions with author Todd Strausser. Some upcoming events at Cavallini include: the coin challenge to benefit Our Children International; Book Notes with Judith Grey; spelling bee; interactive workshop at Lincoln Center for the chorus; “Chariots of the Suns” program for the 6th graders; and a senior citizen open house for a dress rehearsal of Club Illusion

 Bob Wei then reported that the deadline for the “box tops” submission is March 31st; and Katherine Lynch reported that the PTO continues to accept membership.


Ms. Vlasich also reported that the PTO spring carnival will be on June 8th with a rain date of June 15th.   She also noted that the next general meeting will be in April at Bogert with some members of the Bogert chorus performing.

*               *               *


There being no further business, upon motion, the meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 












 






________/s/___________________








Diane Britton, Secretary
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