MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 6, 2006
GENERAL MEETING OF 

THE UPPER SADDLE RIVER PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION

A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River Parent Teacher Organization (“PTO”) was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:35 a.m.


Sheila Vlasich, Co-President, opened the meeting. Ms. Vlasich welcomed those in attendance and thanked them for coming to the meeting. Dr. Joyce Snider, Superintendent, presented first.

Presentation

Dr.  Snider reported as follows:  the Director of Technology recently became the father of twins; the Lion’s Park upgrade is underway; and Paul Lawrence, a mathematics consultant, gave a lecture to parents earlier in the week. Dr. Snider wished everyone a good holiday season. She also thanked the PTO for “Monte Carlo Night”.   

Dave Kaplan, Principal of Bogert School, presented next.  He reported that the Halloween parties were successful and thanked the PTO for its efforts. Mr. Kaplan noted that third grade Bingo night would be next month.  Mr. Kaplan also reminded the PTO that commencing January 2007 all notices from the school would be by email.  Mr. Kaplan also wished everyone a good holiday season.

Dr. Gene Solomon, Principal of Cavallini School, thanked the PTO for the lunch program which she noted is running smoothly. Dr. Solomon then introduced two honor students, Dominique Brunelle and John Langan, from Northern Highlands High School’s DECA marketing program, along with their marketing teacher Mr. A. Marino. The students presented to the PTO their marketing project which addresses childhood obesity. The students will also be presenting to Cavallini students and to the Brookside Middle School in Allendale

*          *          *         *


Ms. Vlasich continued the presentation and reported as follows:

a. “Monte Carlo Night” was a success and thanked everyone for all of their help. She also reported that Mary Ann Gray will be chairing next year’s event. The fundraiser at Bloomingdale’s was also successful. 
b. In respect of guidelines for holiday gift giving to the teachers, the Board of Education suggests $20/family. In that regard, Dr. Snider noted that the Board of Education prefers the concept of a group gift in place of large individual gifts so as to avoid the appearance of undue influence. Dr. Snider also noted that a family should be asked to contribute to only one teacher gift and not multiple gifts (i.e. specials).
c. Third Grade Bingo night is scheduled for January 26, 2007. A “save the date” notice will be emailed next week and the event will be on the school calendar.
d. A school wide Carnival is scheduled for the spring with a tentative date of June 8, 2007 and a rain date of June 15th. 


After Ms. Vlasich completed her report, various Executive Board members and PTO members reported as follows:

a. Merrily D’Arpino reported that the Simply Gourmet lunch program was going well. She offered the following suggestions to ensure continued smooth operation: mail in your menus with payment at least five business days prior to the deadline and if your mailing is close to the deadline, then call Simply Gourmet to confirm receipt. The menus should be posted on the schools’ respective websites between the 10th and 15th    of the month. The new “substitute meal” is macaroni and cheese. Ms. D’Arpino reiterated that a meal should never be given to a child who is not on the lunch list, and that Class Parents must call and remind the parents who signed up to serve lunch.    
b. Mary Ann Virgona , a  Reynolds’ Vice Presidents, noted that like the Simply Gourmet lunches, on pizza lunch days no extra slices of pizza or cookies are allowed to be given to children who are not on the pizza list. Ms. Virgona reported that  Ralph Masiello, our guest for “Author Day”, was an engaging speaker and that the PTO had a record sale of his books. She thanked the parents for purchasing Mr. Masiello’s books. Another author day is scheduled for the spring.



Kindergarten registration is in February and a notice will be placed in the 


Town Journal. Ms. Virgona asked that parents remind neighbors of the 


date.    



The kindergarten bedtime story with Mrs. Vernon will be in February and 


a winter event for the first and second grade will also be planned.


Ms. Virgona noted that there is still an inventory of USR merchandise 


previously sold at Reynolds (tee shirts; umbrellas, football seats, etc.) and 


 anyone who is interested in purchasing these items should see her or 


Malissa Piazza.


Bob Wei  distributed information about the “BoxTops4Education”  


website and spoke about the program. 

c. Christine Ferrarie, a Bogert Vice President, reported that the Halloween parties for the 4th and 5th grades were great successes. Third grade Bingo night is  scheduled for January and is being chaired by Sofia Hermo.


At lunchtime, fifth graders can sit at a table of their choice. They are no 


longer required to sit with their class. No more than 12 children can sit at a 

table.  

Literary Circle commences in January. A notice was sent on 
December 5, 2006.

Ms. Ferrarie asked for two more volunteers to help with the pizza lunch 
team on December 18th. 


d.
Maria Bolton, the Cavallini Vice President, reported that the “Cavallini 


Cares” program is underway with plans for both food and clothing drives.           



Book Notes (“Making Healthy Choices”) will take place on December 


12th at 8:30 a.m. and on January 10, 2007 the principal of Northern 


Highlands High School will be speaking to parents about the high school 


experience. Other January events include band/chorus concerts.


The yearbook committee is working on fundraising/boosters to help defray 

the cost of the yearbook.
*          *           *



There being no further business, upon motion, the meeting adjourned.







___________/s/_______       







Diane Britton, Secretary 


