UPPER SADDLE RIVER PTO, INC.

Minutes of General Board Meeting
September 10, 2008

9:40am – 10:10pm
A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River PTO was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:40am.

Sheila Vlasich, President, opened the meeting and welcomed the members to the first general meeting of the school year. 

Ms. Vlasich introduced the members of the Executive Board for the 2008-2009 school years.  The Executive Board members are:

Sheila Vlasich, President

Malissa Piazza, Vice President – Reynolds

Molly Aboussleman, Vice President – Reynolds

Christine Ferrarie, Vice President – Bogert

Deborah Weiss, Vice President – Bogert

Maria Bolton, Vice President – Cavallini

Marilyn Shrout, Vice President – Cavallini

Sheila Yallowitz – Treasurer

Jennifer Bookstaver – Recording Secretary

Dr. Browne’s Report:
Mrs. Vlasich introduced Dr. Browne and officially welcomed Dr. Browne to the school district.  Dr. Browne stated that she felt the first day of school went very smoothly.  She spoke about the Opening Day Ceremony for teachers and staff and thanked the PTO for providing the breakfast for that day.

Dr. Browne spoke to the group about the upcoming “Green Referendum” coming on December 9, 2008.  She outlined specific upgrades to the schools that will be included in the referendum.  Some of the items she specifically spoke about included repairing the roof of Cavallini School and adding a solar film which would provided the district with energy cost savings.  She also noted that air conditioning would be added to school gyms, exterior doors would be replaced for energy and safety improvements, light sensors would be added to rooms and renovations to the science lab and Bogart bathrooms are also included in the referendum.  Dr. Browne stated that she is excited about this progressive project and would appreciate the public being energized by it as well.
Dr. Solomon and Mr. McClusker’s Reports:

Dr. Solomon addressed the meeting and welcoming everyone back.  She thanked Dr. Browne for her support of the referendum especially the renovation to the Cavallini roof.  Dr. Solomon also thanked the PTO for all of its past and future support.  Mr. McCusker joined Dr. Solomon in welcoming all the members.
Mr. Kaplan’s Report:
Mr. Kaplan welcomed all the members and thanked everyone for a smooth start to the school year.

Mrs. Vernon’s Report:
Mrs. Vernon updated the meeting on the false fire alarm that occurred during dismissal the previous day.  She stated she was proud of how parents, students and staff handled that unexpected event.  Mrs. Vernon thanked the parents for their cooperation with Kiss and Drop procedures for morning drop off.  She thanked the PTO for helping with bus welcomes for the initial days of school and for all the summer preparations members provided during the summer break.

Topic #1:
Summer Booklet
Sheila Vlasich announced that if parents did not receive a summer booklet extra copies were available at the meeting.  Extra copies of individual forms were also provided.  She reminded everyone to utilize the PTO website for information and find any necessary forms. 

Topic #2
School Picture Days

Mrs. Vlasich reminded the parents about upcoming school picture days and to be aware that order packets would be coming home soon.

Topic #3
Pizza Lunch
Mrs. Vlasich reminded the group that pizza lunch starts Monday, September 15.  Order forms are to be submitted as soon as possible.  She noted that there was a typographical error on the original pizza order form and new forms have been corrected.  She explained that an e-mail blast would be coming out regarding obtaining a refund to anyone who overpaid for their pizza order.
Topic #4
Curriculum Nights
Mrs. Vlasich outlined the upcoming dates for the Curriculum Nights for the three schools.

Reynolds Report:
Malissa Piazza addressed the board.  She thanked everyone for the Kindergarten Picnic and stated that is was a huge success.  She reminded parents to be aware that PTO forms would be coming home in students’ backpacks.  She also reminded the group that pizza lunch begins Monday and pizza order forms had to be in before Monday.  Mrs. Piazza stated to the group that many children have food allergies and that no child should be given a lunch they did not order.  She went over the lunch schedule.  Mrs. Piazza ended by offering anyone interested in helping out in anyway to contact her or Mollie Aboussleman.

Bogert Report:
Christine Ferrarie began by asked for volunteers to be grade chairs for 3rd and 5th grade.  She outlined the responsibilities of that position.  Mrs. Ferrarie reminded the group about the upcoming Curriculum Night for Bogert.  She displayed a sample of the seat sacks available for purchase.  Mrs. Ferrarie spoke in detail about the upcoming Halloween Parties for 4th and 5th graders.  She reminded the group that flyers do not come home in backpacks in Bogert.  All parents should watch their e-mails for information and forms.  Mrs. Ferrarie announced there will be a new winter program for inside recess called Blast.  More information about this program will be upcoming.  She ended by thanking all the parent volunteers.

Cavallini Report:
Marilyn Shrout addressed the board.  She reminded the parents that Curriculum Night for Cavallini was that evening.  She detailed, for incoming 6th grade parents, the procedures for Back to School Night at Cavallini.  She reminded the group that sign ups for the lunch program would be available that evening.  She stated that the commitment was very small for the Simply Gourmet lunch program but appreciated.  Mrs. Shrout reminded the group that the 6th grade has an upcoming field trip and that parents should be looking out for information.

Topic #5
Simply Gourmet 
Mrs. Vlasich fielded questions regarding the Simply Gourmet lunch program.  Specifically, she addressed concerns about the Cavallini substitutions and announced that adjustments had been made to those menu items.  She explained to the group how to navigate through the Simply Gourmet website.  Finally, Mrs. Vlasich announced that Simply Gourmet would be sending out a survey looking for feedback about the program.
Mrs. Vlasich ended the meeting by thanking Patty DeMaria for providing the hospitality for the General Board Meeting.

The General Board Meeting was adjourned at 10:10am.

Breakout Session for Class Parents
Class Parents were given a brief overview of their responsibilities by the school vice presidents.  

Topic #1:
Contact List/Reverse 911

Class Parents were reminded that they are the backup to the Reverse 911 system.  Class Parents were asked to collect detailed contact information from each parent in their class.  It was strongly suggested that each Class Parent obtain multiple contact numbers and e-mails included home phone, cell phones, work numbers and e-mail addresses so parents could be contacted effectively in case of an emergency.

Topic #2
Bogert Overview
Christine Ferrarie went over the packet she and Deb Weiss were providing the Class Parents.  She spoke about gift giving guidelines, no pizza sign-ups and Simply Gourmet sign-ups.  She instructed her group to meet with their teachers regarding party and field trip chaperones.  She stated that a best practice suggestion would be to have one general sign-up list on Back to School night and work off that general list for individual party and field trip needs.  She strongly reminded the Class Parents to be balanced and fair in the selection of volunteers.
Topic #3
Reynolds Overview
Malissa Piazza explained the Class Parent selection process.  She reminded Class Parents that Simply Gourmet and Pizza lunch sign ups would be in the Reynolds Gym on Curriculum night and Class Parents needed to collect those forms, be sure they are completed, make copies and return them to the PTO mailbox as soon as possible.  Mrs. Piazza stated that Class Parents are responsible for reminding parents each week of their Pizza and Simply Gourmet assignments.  Mrs. Piazza stated that her group should meet with their teachers and work on creating any needed sign-up sheets for Back to School night.

The individual school vice presidents addressed particular questions and procedures.  The break-out session ended with distribution of Class Mom information packets.
