UPPER SADDLE RIVER PTO, INC.

Minutes of General Board Meeting
October 14, 2009
9:40am – 10:15am
A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River PTO was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:40am. 
All members of the Executive Board were present at the meeting except Sheila Yallowitz, Deb Weiss and Malissa Piazza.
Sheila Vlasich, President, opened the meeting and welcomed the members.  She apologized that several Executive Board members were absent and explained they were home with sick children.
Dr. Browne’s Report:
Mrs. Vlasich introduced Dr. Browne.  Dr. Browne announced that indeed many children are out of school sick.  She appreciates that parents are following the guidelines regarding keeping students with fever home for 24 hours after their temperature has returned to normal.  She stated that absences are being monitored and the district is following all the CDC guidelines and procedures.  The district is also in contact with the local Board of Health and is working with them during this flu season.  Dr. Browne stated that Upper Saddle River has not been chosen has a vaccine site for H1N1 but if the district is selected she will notify the parents.  Dr. Browne also stated that the school nurses are on lookout for flu-like symptoms and are erring on the side of pre-caution with regard to sending students home early.  She stated this is a case by case issue and she preferred not to specifically address individual cases that were raised by some parents in the general forum.

Dr. Browne went on to thank the parents for their patience during the road construction.  She stated that completion of the intersection project is targeted for the days school is closed for Teacher Convention.  Dr. Browne also announced that she was just notified at 8am of a road re-paving project taking place on West Saddle River Road and Hess Court.  She apologized for the late notice but explained that both the school district and the police received very late notice of this County project.  They were addressing its effect on afternoon pick up.  Dr. Browne answered questions regarding school policy regarding cell phone usage on school property; some parents questioned the limits placed on students’ cell phones when parents may be delayed due to the road construction.
Finally, Dr. Browne announced the District Solar Celebration to take place on November 16th at 7:30pm.  It is the official turning on of the solar panels on Cavallini’s new roof.  She invited the community to this special event and stated that the Cavallini Greenies have a special presentation planned.  

Dr. Solomon and Mr. McClusker’s Reports:

Dr. Solomon addressed the meeting and invited all the district parents to attend a meeting in the Cavallini Media Center on October 20th at 10am regarding how to talk to your children about drugs and alcohol.  It is part of the continuing Dare message through Middle School.  She also announced that Cavallini will again offer an Internet Safety program later in the year.
Mr. Kaplan’s Report:
Mr. Kaplan thanked the PTO members for the PTO sponsored event, Games from Around the World.  He stated that the students really had a great time and equipment that was demonstrated was purchased by the school for the students.  Mr. Kaplan encouraged the parents to send their 4th and 5th graders to the upcoming Halloween parties.  They are very fun evening events and it always runs flawlessly due to the great parent volunteers.  He announced that the Halloween Parade starts at 1:30pm and the students make two laps around the Bogert Field.  It is a normal instructional day and costumes must be sent into school with the students.  Students arriving at school in costumes will be sent home.  He reminded parents that costumes must be appropriate for school.  
Mrs. Vernon’s Report:
Mrs. Vernon stated that she expected the Halloween Parade to take place this year on the Reynolds Field but if construction of the Path to Fitness changes those plans parents will be notified.  She also stated that costumes must be appropriate for school.  Parents are not allowed to enter the school unless they are already assigned to volunteer.  She reminded the parents it is a day of heightened school security.  If it rains the day of the parade, it is cancelled but students should still bring in costumes for their class parties.  Mrs. Vernon announced a food drive to take place during Red Ribbon week and appreciates all donations that will be sent into school.  Mrs. Vernon asked that parents to be careful of the amount of exposure children get of news coverage about the Swine Flu; some young students have expressed worries about the Swine Flu to school staff.  Mrs. Vernon said that they are looking forward to two upcoming school trips and Teacher/Parent conferences.

Topic #1:
Subway Lunch Program
Sheila Vlasich stated that the new lunch program is going well and thanked everyone for the great response.  She thanked the volunteers and stated that the students seem to really enjoy the lunches.  She also said that Bogert and Cavallini are still looking for some more lunch volunteers so anyone interested should talk to the school Vice Presidents.

Topic #2
PTO Website
Mrs. Vlasich thanked Sue Hynes for her continued help with the PTO Website.  Mrs. Hynes has reported to Mrs. Vlasich that the site had over 1,000 hits and the PTO is glad that people are using the site.  She reminded everyone that meeting information and forms are always available at www.usrpto.org.
Topic #3
Membership
Mrs. Vlasich announced that next Friday, October 23 is the close out date for PTO Membership.  The school is still updating the Student Information forms and once that is completed the directories will be finalized and distributed.  
Topic #4
Wrapping Paper Fundraiser
Mrs. Vlasich reminded the group that the fundraiser ended yesterday but that order forms would be accepted until the end of the week.
Topic #5
Shop ‘n Brunch
The Board was reminded that this year’s Shop ‘n Brunch fundraiser will be on Friday, December 11th at the USR Firehouse.  The event will have exciting vendors and teacher prizes.  Mrs. Vlasich asked if you have a vendor suggestion please contact the Executive Board.
Topic #6
Picture Day
Mrs. Vlasich thanked all the Picture Day volunteers and stated that this year the Bogert and Reynolds students’ photos were taken outside in the Learning Habitat.
Reynolds Report:
Molly Aboussleman addressed the board and thanked all Subway volunteers and especially thanked Christine Hill for help with all the labels.  She thanked the class parents for making lunch reminder calls.  Mrs. Aboussleman stated that the Path to Fitness project was wrapping up.
Bogert Report:
Christine Ferrarie thanked the Jump Rope for Heart volunteers and the Pizza and Subway teams for all their help.  She stated that she would like to have teams of 4 people for lunch and was looking for some more volunteers.  Mrs. Ferrarie reminded the group that the 4th Grade Halloween party takes place in the Reynolds Gym and the 5th Grade party is in the Bogert Gym.  Permission slips went home via e-mail.  Each child must have brought in their permission slip into school prior to that evening’s party.  Check in and check out is very carefully done.  Finally, she reminded the 5th grade parents that the Dare Café was tonight and not to miss it.
Cavallini Report:
Marilyn Shrout addressed the board and stated that the upcoming weeks at Cavallini were very busy.  She encouraged parents to go the Cavallini website for a highlight of the various events including the Internet Safety program taking place mid-November.  Some other exciting events include Red Ribbon week, the Solar Celebration and Student Council elections.  Mrs. Shrout also asked for volunteers for the lunch programs; at least 3 parents are need per day.  Completion of the repairs to the Cavallini Gym is anticipated for the first week in November and the Science Lab should be ready later in the month.
The General Board Meeting ended with a raffle of wrapping paper/gift samples as door prizes.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:15am.
