UPPER SADDLE RIVER PTO, INC.

Minutes of General Board Meeting
November 11, 2009
9:40am – 10:50am
A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River PTO was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:40am. 
All members of the Executive Board were present at the meeting.
Guest Speaker:
Mrs. Vlasich introduced three guest speakers from St. Joseph’s Hospital.  Mr. Jimenez, Dr. Kronig and Dr. Lamacchia addressed the meeting about seasonal flu symptoms as well as H1N1.

The doctors stated that parents have a heighten sensitivity to flu symptoms and stressed that your child’s pediatrician should be your primary contact with questions regarding non-life threatening symptoms.  The speakers went on to describe the characteristics of the H1N1 virus and patients most at risk.  The doctors described the two types of vaccines available.  They addressed concerns about Dimerisol and adverse effects from vaccines.  The talk concluded with an extensive and interactive question and answer period.
Due to the length of the guest speakers and the Q&A session the Principal and School reports were abbreviated due to time constraints.

Dr. Browne’s Report:
Mrs. Vlasich introduced Dr. Browne.  Dr. Browne announced that the Board of Education was working closely with the local Health Department regarding concerns about the H1N1, vaccine availability and clinic options.  She stated that our district’s absentee rate is lower than the state average.  She implored parents to keep sick children at home and that students should return to school only after 24 hours with no fever.

Dr. Browne also announced that parents will be getting an e-mail about new web based access to students’ school academic records.  She thanked Dan Cases for his efforts spearheading this new initiative.
Dr. Solomon and Mr. McClusker’s Reports:

Dr. Solomon addressed the meeting and encouraged all parents to access the new portal and view the open grade book.  She thanked all the volunteers that have recently helped out with activities going on at Cavallini.
Mr. Kaplan’s Report:
Mr. Kaplan thanked the PTO members for the PTO sponsored Halloween Parties 
Mrs. Vernon’s Report:
Mrs. Vernon stated that she expected the final piece of the Fitness Path to be installed by the end of the month.  She said that the PE teachers would be instructing the students on proper use of the new equipment.  She announced the next Author Day would be in December and Mike Bernstein, author of the Bernstein Bears series would be coming to Reynolds school.
Topic #1:
School Picture Retakes
Sheila Vlasich stated that picture retakes would be upcoming.
Topic #2
Shop ‘N Brunch
Mrs. Vlasich informed the group that the original location for the Shop ‘n Brunch fundraiser and the date had both changed.  The new date would be December 4th and the new location was still to be finalized.  She encouraged everyone to watch for e-mail announcements with more details.

Cavallini Report:
Marilyn Shrout addressed the board and stated that the upcoming weeks at Cavallini were very busy.  She encouraged parents to attend the Joe with Joe event and meet the new Principal at Northern Highlands High School on November 20th in the Cavallini Media Center.  Mrs. Shrout encouraged everyone to attend the Solarbration.  It will be the ceremonial “flipping of the switch” on the new solar panels on the Cavallini roof.  That event will take place on Monday, November 16th.

Bogert Report:
Christine Ferrarie thanked the volunteers for the Halloween Parties especially the decorating committees.  She reminded everyone that Monday, November 16 is Mix It Up Day when all the students can sit wherever they want at lunch.  Finally, she detailed the upcoming Blast Program starting on January 19th.  It is a winter recess program that runs for 6 weeks.  Both Mr. Kaplan and Mrs. Ferrarie stressed that the program will not run without parent volunteers.

Reynolds Report:
Molly Aboussleman addressed the board and reminded everyone to keep sending in Box Tops and encouraged people to shop on-line through the Box Top website so our schools get credit for purchases.  She thanked the Pizza, Simply Gourmet and Subway teams for their continued efforts.

 Topic #3
New Executive Board

Mrs. Vlasich announced that this is the final term for this Executive Board.  She encouraged members interested in joining the New Executive Board to send application letters to the PTO’s post office box – PO Box 92, Saddle River, NJ  07458.  The letters should state what position you are interested in and a back-up position.  The letter should include some information about you such as previous school and community involvement.  Letters will be accepted through January 29th.  The letters will be evaluated by a nominating committee.  If there is more than one nominee then the position would go to an open vote.
The General Board Meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:50 am.
