UPPER SADDLE RIVER PTO, INC.

Minutes of General Board Meeting
March 4, 2009
9:40am – 10:30am
A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River PTO was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:40am. 
All members of the Executive Board were present at the meeting except Malissa Piazza.
Sheila Vlasich, President, opened the meeting and welcomed the members.
Dr. Browne’s Report:
Dr. Browne informed the PTO members that the Board of Education is working on the school budget.  The Board of Education was doing preliminary numbers based on no change in state aid.  She stated that the Board was committed to keeping the tax impact as low as possible.  Dr. Browne also stated that the Finance Committee was looking to bring any budget increase in below what the district is allowed to ask for by law.  She stated that administrators and business administrators were looking to off set costs by establishing a new special needs class at Reynolds School.  District placement would save the costs incurred by out of district placement i.e. transportation, tuition etc.
Dr. Solomon and Mr. McClusker’s Reports:

Dr. Solomon began by highlighting the recent four day Writers Workshop.  Four students showed what they learned by reading their original writings. The main focus of the program was to show not tell students how to create plot and sub-plot development.  Dr. Solomon thanked the PTO for sponsoring the Writers Workshop.  Mr. McClusker also thanked the PTO for its support of the Senior Citizen Open House.  During the open house the Cavallini Jazz band played while the seniors enjoyed dinner and dancing.  The Cavallini students also performed their production of Willy Wonka for the seniors.  Mr. McClusker also gave an overview of the upcoming cyber bulling seminar.  He explained that it is a powerful assembly conducted by the FBI.  The daytime assembly would be for Cavallini students and the evening session was open to all district parents.  Mr. McClusker stressed that parents need to be in touch with their children’s online interactions.  
Mr. Kaplan’s Report:
Mr. Kaplan began his report by thanking the PTO for organizing 3rd Grade Bingo Night.  It is an enjoyable family night.  He also outlined some interested cultural performers that have recently visited Bogert School including the Black Cowboys for Black History month and the Music of Vietnam.  He also informed the group that a member of the New Jersey Devil’s hockey team would be coming to Bogert School to talk about sportsmanship and living a drug free life.  Finally, Mr. Kaplan reminded the group about the upcoming Discovery Day.  The theme this year is Science Fair and Mr. Kaplan stressed that student should do these projects with limited parental help.  He encouraged all parents of Bogert students to attend the Science Fair and see the completed projects.
Mrs. Vernon’s Report:
Mrs. Vernon updated the PTO members that the recent Valentine’s Day sing had an overwhelming turnout.  Due to increasing numbers going forward she is looking not to combine grades for that event.  Mrs. Vernon also thanked the PTO for its support of cultural programs taking place at Reynolds School including the Max and Ruby program.  She reminded everyone about upcoming Kindergarten Registration and the Book Fair.  She also announced that Mrs. Broule had a baby girl on Friday.
Topic #1:
Book Fair
Mrs. Vlasich informed the Board that Mrs. Sackett and Mrs. Bradbury were chairing this year’s book fair.  She stated that they would need volunteers to help with set up and working the sales tables.  Volunteers were especially needed at Cavallini.  Mrs. Vlasich said that sign up sheets would be available at the end of the meeting for all interested.


Topic #2
Ladies Night Out
Mrs. Vlasich reminded the members of the upcoming Ladies Night Out fundraiser and informed everyone that the ticket price is $50.
Topic #3
Spring Carnival
Mrs. Vlasich announced that the Spring Carnival is scheduled for June 12 and the rain date is June 19.  It should be a fun event and she looks forward to seeing everyone there.
Topic #4
Educational Foundation Fundraiser
Mrs. Vlasich reminded the members that the Educational Foundation fundraiser was coming and she encouraged everyone to attend the gala.
Cavallini Report:
Mrs. Bolton addressed the group and made some additional comments about the cyber bulling event.  She stated that dates for the event would be coming out shortly and that the event would feature information on items such as predators, cyber bulling and general internet safety.  Mrs. Bolton also encouraged people to help with the Cavallini book fair.
Bogert Report:
Christine Ferrarie began her report by reminded class parents to please remind your parents not to forget to come in to serve Simply Gourmet lunch.  She also thanked everyone for their support of Blast especially Kristen Farlese.  She gave an overview of the upcoming 5th Grade Celebration and told everyone to look for the flyer coming with information about T-shirts, the BBQ and the Memory Book.  She also reminded everyone that Teacher Appreciation week is the week after spring break.  The PTO suggests non-monetary class gifts and class parents should organize any efforts before the vacation.
Reynolds Report:
Mrs. Aboussleman thanked everyone that signed up to help with Kindergarten registration and visitation.  She also outlined great cultural events taking place at Reynolds including the Max and Ruby program and Breakfast with the Principal.
PTO Website:
Mrs. Vlasich stated the Executive Board wanted to thank Sue Hynes with her help with our PTO website.  Mrs. Hynes reminded everyone that ticket information for Willy Wonka was available on the website.

Box Tops:
Mrs. Vlasich announced that the current chair of the Box Top program is stepping down and the Board is looking for a replacement.  Mrs. Vlasich stressed that this program is a great way to raise extra funds for our schools and the Box Top website is an excellent portal to do other website shopping and online purchased are credited to our schools.
Final Reminders and Thanks:

Sheila Vlasich ended the meeting by thanking the members for attending the meeting and reminded everyone the next General Board meeting will take place on April 15th.  This meeting was not on the original schedule.
The General Board Meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:30 am.
