UPPER SADDLE RIVER PTO, INC.

Minutes of General Board Meeting
January 13, 2010
9:40am – 10:10am
A general meeting of the Upper Saddle River PTO was held at the Cavallini School commencing at 9:40am. 
All members of the Executive Board were present at the meeting except Malissa Piazza.
Mrs. Vlasich began the meeting by thanking the Class Parents for organizing the holiday class gifts and parties.  Mrs. Vlasich opened the floor asking the Class Parents to share concerns or issues concerning holiday gift giving – there were none offered. 
Dr. Browne’s Report:
Mrs. Vlasich introduced Dr. Browne.  Dr. Browne also thanked the parents and Class Parents for all they do to express their appreciation to the teachers.  The holidays is such a busy time but very pleasant too and she thanked the parents for helping out so much during the holiday season.
Dr. Browne announced that the Board of Education is working on the new budget and are working with constraints that come from the State and last year’s budget vote.  She introduced Bob Wei, a member of the Finance Committee.  Dr. Browne informed the members that the state has notified the district of cuts in state aid payments.  The administration is looking to curb costs.  Money that the district was promised by the State will be cut due to current economic issues.  The Board of Education is working on a budget to continue to provide high quality programs while getting less money than originally promised.  The Finance Committee is extremely sensitive to class size, enrichment programs and core curriculum that the community values.  Dr. Browne stated that the Finance Committee is working through issues such as Health Care premiums.  Dr. Browne also discussed the Race to the Top Grant.  It is a Federal grant that states apply for from stimulus funds.
Dr. Solomon and Mr. McClusker’s Reports:

Dr. Solomon addressed the meeting and stated that it is a busy season at Cavallini.  Basketball, wrestling and lots of extra curriculum and cultural programs are coming up.  She noted that the Stock Market Team placed 1st, 2nd & 3rd and will be honored at Kean College and the student magazine was also honored.

Mr. Kaplan’s Report:
Mr. Kaplan thanked the PTO members for the PTO sponsored holiday teacher breakfast and for sponsoring the Martin Luther King cultural program.  He also promoted the 3rd Grade Bingo Night and Blast.  He reminded the parents that Blast is a lunch time program that needs parent volunteers.
Mrs. Vernon’s Report:
Mrs. Vernon stated that they have found new games for indoor recess.  The Fitness Path is done but the cold weather has delayed the mulch.  The children have been using the new basketball nets.  She also thanked the PTO for sponsoring cultural events at Reynolds.  She also promoted the new Kindergarten and 2nd Grade music programs.  The performances reflect the curriculum and connect to classroom writing programs.  The 1st Grade program remains Passport to Learning.  Mrs. Vernon reminded the parents that Kindergarten registration starts soon and to contact Mrs. Finn for a registration packet.
Cavallini Report:
Maria Bolton addressed the board and promoted upcoming PTO events including the Chariots of Sun event and the Writers Workshop with Todd Strasser.  The Writers Workshop is a 4 day event where each student works on sensory writing and short story writing.  Mrs. Bolton stated that the kids really love working with Mr. Strasser.  
Bogert Report:
Christine Ferrarie reminded the members that the Bingo Night is Thursday night 6:30pm – 8pm.  She also stated that an e-mail is going out about the 5th Grade Celebration.  It will have a permission slip and have details about the Memory Book, BBQ, T-shirts and Class Gift.  A $30 fee covers costs for these items.  Mrs. Ferrarie also thanked all the Blast volunteers and stated that there was still a need for 4th Grade volunteers.  Mrs. Farlese also addressed the meeting at this point outlining the Blast Programs, the amount of children per activity.  The program starts next week and runs through March. 
Reynolds Report:
Molly Aboussleman addressed the board, thanked all the lunch teams and announced that all is going very smoothly with the lunch programs.  Mrs. Aboussleman also reminded the members to support the Box Top program.  She also asked that anyone interested in volunteering to help with Kindergarten Registration should see her after the meeting.
 Topic #1
Book Fair
Event co-chair Nancy Sackett addressed the meeting.  She announced the dates for the upcoming book fairs as March 15, 16, and 17 for Cavallini and the week of March 22nd for Bogert and Reynolds.  She stated that teachers will have their wish list selections pre-pulled for purchase and they are working on a system to have Cavallini’s teachers’ requests available for purchase as well. 

Topic #2
Subway


Mrs. Vlasich announced that the Subway program is going great.  Mrs. Vlasich stated that revision to orders will be accepted until January 27th.  Anyone interested in starting the Subway program now will get a pro-rated price.
Topic #3 
Directory 
Mrs. Bolton announced that the Directory is at the printer and will be distributed by next week.  An e-mail will go out advising everyone on the exact delivery date.

Topic #4 
New Executive Board

Mrs. Vlasich stated again this is the final term for this Executive Board.  She encouraged members interested in joining the New Executive Board to send application letters to the PTO’s post office box – PO Box 92, Saddle River, NJ  07458.  The letters should state what position you are interested in and a back-up position.  The letter should include some information about you such as previous school and community involvement.  Letters will be accepted through January 31.  The letters will be evaluated by a nominating committee.  If there is more than one nominee then the position would go to an open vote.
The General Board Meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:10 am.
